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most of the ministers continued to be aristocrats, the constitu-
ency to which they had to appeal was one of business menj
manufacturers, and shopkeepers. The ultimate power was in
new hands, and gradually the tone of British politics was changed.
To the working class, the Reform Bill and its consequences was
a bitter disenchantment. One of the first measures of the re-
formed Parliament was the new Poor Law, which introduced the
system represented in Oliver Twist The old Poor Law needed to
be changed, and in its ultimate effects the new Poor Law was no
doubt less disastrous. But it involved intolerable cruelty and
hardship, which its advocates justified on grounds derived from
Malthus. The working men had helped the middle class to ac-
quire power* and the new Poor Law was their reward. Work-
ing class political consciousness arose out of this betrayaL As
Malthus had sprung from the old Poor Law, so Marx and
Engels sprang from the new.
The first effect of disenchantment on the wage-earners was the
growth of trade-unionism (described in a later chapter) which
was led by Robert Owen, the founder of Socialism. When this
collapsed, the belief in political rather than industrial methods
revived, and led, for a while, to the Chartist movement. This
movement grew out of the London Working Men's Association,
founded in 1836, which advocated a 'Charter* consisting of six
points: Manhood Suffrage, Annual Parliaments, Vote by Ballot,
no Property Qualification, Payment of Members, and Equal Elec-
toral Districts.
Towards Chartism, as towards all movements of political
reform, Owen was unsympathetic. *Were you to have,* he said,
'a Parliament chosen next year by universal suffrage and vote by
ballot, it would be most probably the least efficient, most turbu-
lent, and worst possible public assembly that has yet ruled this
country.'
Agitation against the new Poor Law came from two opposite
quarters. As a measure of middle-class Radicalism, it was op-
posed by Tories and by Chartists. The Tories liked the sub-
servience to rural landowners that had been generated by the
old Poor Law, but were disgusted when meetings against the
new Poor Law were converted into meetings for the Charter,
The Rev G. S. Bull refused to take part in a great anti-Poor
Law demonstration on Hartshead Moor because a resolution was
*« hp orooosed in favour of Universal Suffrage . . . and next

